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(Abstract)

After the Sixth Nuclear Test in North Korea, the
Trump Administration’s Policy Change and
Prospects for Korean Peninsula

Nam sung-wook(Korea University)

North Korea's sixth nuclear test in 2017 has fundamentally changed
the international political and security environment of the Korean
peninsula as well as Northeast Asia. North Korea’'s nuclear and
missile threats have been transformed into a more complex regional
security issue, which is not only a conflict between North Korea and
the United States, but also a collapse of nuclear nonproliferation
regime(NPT). In particular, debate is accelerating whether the sixth
nuclear test will cross the red line of US security or function as a
game changer. The US examines four or five scenarios to solve the
North Korean nuclear crisis. The United States can put various
scenarios on the table, but there are three basic frameworks. Four to
five scenarios can eventually be reduced to Plan A: continuing
sanctions and denuclearization, Plan B: diplomatic negotiations and
denuclearization, and Plan C. military options and denuclearization.
Let's analyze the effects and advantages and disadvantages of the
three scenarios and predict future options. If the US solution to
war-free sanctions is unsuccessful, US policy options will face
difficulties. Ultimately, if North Korea is to deploy nuclear and missiles
in the face of US economic sanctions and go beyond the red line of
US security, the United States’ final choice will be a key issue. In
November 2017, President Trump's trip to Northeast Asia will be a
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primary inflection point for the North Korean nuclear crisis on the
Korean peninsula through the US-China summit. The summit meeting
play a significant international political role to predict the possibility
of the operation of Plan A, B and C scenarios in the future of the
nuclear crisis.

Key Words : Sixth North Korea Nuclear Test, Game Changer,
Sanctions, Diplomatic negotiation, Military option
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