












































































The relation between South and North Korea and The view 
toward North Korea in Korean Society in the 1980s :

An ideal and reality 

Nam, Sungwook

The 1980s was a upheaval age in the Korean contemporary history. 
Military group finally grasped political power and the campaign of 
democratization started to intensify in South Korean society. The hereditary 
succession of power for the first time began in Pyongyang at the period. It 
was the first age that the people's view toward North Korea had slightly 
changed because both Koreas carefully began to expand the contact since 
Korean war. However, there were wide gap about the view between the 
conservative government and the progressive people because of three 
characteristics of both Korea's policy: 1) force, 2) cooperation, 3) propaganda. 
South Korean society were very different in the ideal and reality. The situation 
of the times that the conflicts and divergent opinion could not be reasonably 
and positively coordinated is nowadays being the root of the South and South's 
trouble. The case of Germany that different arguments did not lead to the 
political controversy and splits in the public opinion has recently given a 
valuable insight to Korean society. It will be a meaningful task for academic 
circle to try to review the true nature of the cooperation and confrontation 
between South and North Korea in the 1980s, and enlarge the understanding 
each other. The effort will highly contribute to the reducement of today's 
widespread conflicts about North Korean policy in our society.
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